ONLY

2

JOKING

IHERESINOTHINGIEUNNYJAB OUTRIHREATS!

ARISE
Facts of Life

Toll-Free: 1-888-680-6100 = www.ariselife-skills.org




Order Toll-Free: 1-888-680-6100, ARISE Foundation, © 1996-2009

ONLY
OKING?

There is nothing worse
than living a lifetime with the
burden of guilt for not having done
what you knew had to be done.
—The Bensons
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IT SEEMS
TO BE

HAPPENING
ALL THE
TIME NOW.

I WAS

SO SHOCKED
THE FIRST
TIME I
HEARD
ABOUT A
SHOOTING
AT SCHOOL.
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THERE'VE BEEN A LOT OF CHANGES AT
SCHOOL SINCE THIS SORT OF THING START-
ED.

BUT THE CHANGES HAVEN'T ALWAYS BEEN
ABLE TO PREVENT SCHOOL SHOOTINGS.
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THAT'S WHY STUDENTS NEED TO TAKE THE
THINGS WE SEE AND HEAR AT SCHOOL VERY
SERIOUSLY.

TODAY, | HEARD SOMETHING THAT REALLY
MADE ME NERVOUS, BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW
HOW TO HANDLE IT.
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MY FRIEND STAN SAID THAT HE'S REALLY
MAD ABOUT HIS BAD REPORT CARD. HE
THINKS THE WHOLE WORLD 1S AGAINST HIM
AND NO ONE CARES. HE SAYS HIS PARENTS
DON'T EVER LISTEN TO WHAT HE THINKS OR
SAYS.

WHEN HE SAID, “I'LL SHOW THEM WHO'S
IMPORTANT; I'LL MAKE THEM PAY,” I ASKED

WHAT HE MEANT BY THAT. HE JUST LAUGHED:

“OH, DON'T WORRY! I'M ONLY
JOKING!”
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ONLY JOKING? MAYBE HE IS, BUT IT'S REALLY
NOT FUNNY! THOSE “JOKES” ARE SERIOUS
THREATS. 1 THINK THIS COULD BE HIS WAY
OF ASKING FOR HELP BEFORE HIS RAGE GETS
OUT OF CONTROL.
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WHAT IF | TELL SOMEONE AND IT TURNS
OUT THAT STAN REALLY 1S JUST KIDDING?
THAT WILL MEAN I'M RATTING ON HIM FOR
NO REASON. BUT, WHAT IF HE 1S SERIOUS
ABOUT “MAKING THEM PAY,” AND 1 KEEP
QUIET? WHAT COULD HAPPEN THEN?
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I COULDN'T STAND THINKING ABOUT IT, SO |
TOLD MY OTHER FRIENDS ABOUT STAN.

MOST OF THEM TOLD ME NOT TO WORRY
ABOUT IT BECAUSE STAN WOULDN'T DO
ANYTHING REALLY CRAZY. HE WAS PROBABLY
JUST JOKING AROUND.
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I WENT HOME AND TALKED TO MY MOM.
SHE REMINDED ME THAT IN SOME SCHOOL
TRAGEDIES...

THE SHOOTER HAD TOLD OTHER STUDENTS

THAT HE MIGHT DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS.
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NONE OF THE STUDENTS SAID ANYTHING

TO ANYONE BECAUSE THEY EITHER THOUGHT
THE KID WAS JOKING, OR THEY DIDN'T WANT
TO BE KNOWN AS THE CLASS RAT.

Raccoonman:
Nat2b#1:

Bamboy:

Nat2b#1:
Candace18:
Steffy:
Mavreea:
InesBirdy:
Babydee:

WASSAP!

Hey, did you hear about
Carlos?

No, what?

He ratted out Mike!
For real?

Carlosis a RATIN

Don't talk to him anymore!

I know! He's a RAT!

FROM WHAT

WE KNOW

NOW, IF JUST
ONE PERSON
HAD SAID
SOMETHING,
THE SHOOTER'S
PLANS COULD'VE
BEEN STOPPED
AND MANY LIVES
WOULD'VE BEEN
SAVED.
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THOSE STUDENTS WOULD HAVE BEEN REAL
HEROES, NOT RATS!

Emma Thornton
PRINCIPAL

IO

I CAN'T HELP BUT THINK HOW MANY LIVES
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN LOST IF ONLY
SOMEBODY HAD SAID SOMETHING BEFORE
THE SHOOTING BEGAN.
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IF MY CLASSMATES OR TEACHERS GOT HURT,
I WOULD HAVE TO LIVE THE REST OF MY LIFE
KNOWING I COULD HAVE SAVED THEM.

IT'S NOT EASY REPORTING SOMEONE, BUT I
KNOW THAT IT'S GOT TO BE DONE!
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I JUST

I DON'T THINK I'M HURTING STAN.

WANT HIM TO GET HELP SO HE CAN GET HIS

ANGER UNDER CONTROL.

PRINCIPAL
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I HAVE TO REPORT THIS THREAT

NO JOKE!
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MY MOM SUGGESTED THAT I GO TO THE
PRINCIPAL TO TELL HER ABOUT STAN.

PRINCIPAL

(@)

THIS IS A TOUGH DECISION, BUT I KNOW
ITS THE RIGHT THING TO DO. SOMEONE
ELSE COULD HAVE PREVENTED THOSE AWFUL
TRAGEDIES AT OTHER SCHOOLS BY DOING
WHAT I'M ABOUT TO DO.
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STAN WILL NOW GET THE HELP HE NEEDS. IN
TIME, 1 HOPE HE'LL REALIZE THAT | HAD TO
DO THE RIGHT THING. MAYBE OTHER KIDS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND DO THIS IF THEY'RE
FACED WITH THE SAME SITUATION.

ALL THE SECURITY GUARDS, METAL
DETECTORS, LOCKER SEARCHES, AND
SEE-THROUGH BOOK BAGS IN THE WORLD
CAN'T PROTECT LIVES AS MUCH AS A SMALL
BIT OF INFORMATION CAN. WE HAVE TO

DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO STOP A TRAGEDY
BEFORE 1T HAPPENS.
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GrRour ACTIVITIES
Here are some suggestions for your
learners after they have read the book.

THE MEANING OF JOKING
Brainstorm the meaning of “joking.”
Develop a concept map by drawing a
circle in the middle of the board or

a large piece of paper where all can
see. Inside the circle, write the word
joking. Draw additional circles around
the center and have learners write
words and phrases about joking inside
those circles. Some examples might be
kidding, not telling the truth, being
funny, or fooling around.

SHARING STORIES

Have learners share an experience
when someone else said he was only
joking, but actually, was serious.
Then, ask the following question in
relation to the experiences they
share (on next page) and have them
write down their answers:
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Grour AcTiVITIES (cont.)

SHARING SToRrIES (cont.)

a. What have been some of the
serious results that occurred
because of someone saying, I'm
not serious, I'm only joking?
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SCHOOL SHOOTINGS
Ask learners to recall reports on
school shootings they've seen on TV
or the newspaper. Have them respond
to the following questions after the
discussion:
a. Did the shooter tell anyone
what he was planning to do?
b. Did classmates see signs before
the shooting that indicated the
person might have a problem?
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Grour AcTivITIES (cont.)
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ScHooL SHooTiNnGs (cont.)

c. IT the shooter told others about
his intentions to get even, did
anyone report the information
to police or school authorities?

d. Did the shooter say he was only
joking?

e. IT you see a friend who is really
angry and threatens to hurt
someone, what would you do?

f. If you were a parent and
discovered that your child was
planning to harm a teacher or
schoolmate, how would you
handle the situation?

ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY

Ask learners to write a one-sentence
summary below on what they about this
book.
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DiscussioN POINTS

Why do you think some kids
wouldn't tell a trusted adult if
they heard another young person
threaten to harm someone?

Do you think it is wise to take a
chance by not telling if you knew
someone was planning an attack?
Why or why not?

IT you were a school principal,
what would you do to keep
students safe?

What would you do or say if you
became aware of potential school
violence? Would you tell? Why or
why not?

IT you did decide to tell, whom
would you go to prst? Why?

ARISE Foundation offers over
260 life-skill lessons designed
to solve many of the problems

youth are facing today.
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POSTERS

The following pages contain eleven
miniaturized posters (all are available
in full color 11x17) that provide great

material for group discussion. Here are

some tips for presenting the posters.

WHAT Does IT MEeaN?
Display the poster. Ask the
group what they think the
poster means. Encourage
everyone to express their

thoughts.

IN ONE SENTENCE

Have learners come up with
one sentence that they think
best describes the poster’'s

message.
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